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By Rev. Dr. Dray Bland 

The theme of compassion runs throughout all that Jesus said and did. Jesus 
is the one who feels the pain of the hurting, the tears of the grieving, and 
the distress of those oppressed by the power of evil in all its forms. It is im-
possible to read the gospel and not be gripped by the compassionate 
Christ. Compassion, nevertheless, seems to be in short supply in our world, 
despite our nationõs claims to be firmly footed on Judeo-Christian values. 
Yet, there seems to be a contradiction between our words and our actions. 
Just turn on the news and youõll see violence, senseless murders, the abuse 
of innocent children at the hands of those entrusted with their care, and the 
neglect of the poor with a callousness befitting that of the Pharisees. 

Luke 10 records the story of the Good Samaritan. A crowd was gathered 
listening to the teachings of Jesus. A man who was a lawyer of Jewish Law 
asks a loaded question. Imagine it: Jesus, this barefoot carpenter on one 
side, and the rabbinical expert on the other. He asks, òWhat must I do to 
inherit eternal life?ó Jesus pointed him to the law: òLove the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself.ó Jesus applauds 
the lawyerõs response, but the lawyer inquires further about who fits the 
category of neighbor. Jesus answers the question with a parable. 

He starts out, òA man ...ó He does not give away the identity of the manõs 
race, his social class, his dialect or even the language he spoke. Jesus left 
that all out. All we know is that he was a human being; it could have been 
anybody, on his way from Jerusalem to Jericho. The journey was a danger-
ous 17-mile trek through lonely, rocky desert. Robbers and thieves were 
known to attack travelers, and this man apparently fell into their clutches. 
He was beaten and left severely injured within an inch of his life. Left na-
ked by the roadside. We can tell nothing about this manõs socio-economic 
status or ethnic background by the cut of his garment; there are no clues. 
Perhaps Jesus leaves these clues out to rob us of our prejudices. Heõs simp-
ly a man bloody, battered and bruised, in need of medical attention.  

 

Published by the Burlington Times News on May 13, 2017, The Reverend Dr. 
Dray A. Bland is the newest Religion Columnist for the Burlington Times News. 
His columns will appear once each month in the Saturday edition.  
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  M INISTRY  provides parishioners with opportuni-

ties to grow in Christ through the study of Godõs Word.  Classes meet 

each Sunday morning from 10:15 -11:05 AM.  

 

Superintendent:      Deacon George Byrd 

Assistant Superintendent:  Brother Antonio Timmons  

 

 

COUPLESõ SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 

Leaders: Reverend David and Sister Vickie Morrow  

Location: Room 203 

 

EUREKA  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 

Leader:  Deacon Calvin Kendrick  

Location: AnnexñMulti -Purpose Room 

 

LADIES  BIBLE  CLASS 

Leaders: Deacon Willie Howard  

             Deacon Carlton Moore  

Location: Room 116 

 

MENõS BIBLE  CLASS 

Leader: Brother Michael Steele  

Location:  Annex Conference Room 

 

PASTORõS SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 

Leader: Deacon Dennis Burnette  

Location: Room 118 

 

SINGLESõ SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 

Leaders: Brother Henry Richardson  

     Rev. Dr. Dray Bland  

Location: Room 201 

 

YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN õS SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES  

Leaders: Brother Antonio Timmons  

          Sister Phyllis Clinkscales  

   Sister Jonita Taylor  

Location: Upstairs Kidsõ Zone (Education Wing) 

 

PRESCHOOL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 

Leader: Sister Faye Leath  

Location: Room 115 
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